Preview, not for submission

TENDERBRIEF

Bid draft

Seaton Sluice Welfare Playpark Replacement 2026

Buyer Seaton Valley Community Council

Reference SVC-PP-003-2026 (Find a Tender notice 2026/S 000-097019)
Deadline 12:00 on Wednesday 11 November 2026

Submission By email to tenders@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk, subject

'CONFIDENTIAL TENDER - SVC-PP-003-2026 - [Supplier Name]'. Not via Find a
Tender or the Council website.

This preview shows 2 answers in full and the start of every other answer.
In full: Q1 Play value, equipment quality and age suitability; Q2 Inclusivity and accessibility.

The compliance matrix shows its first 3 rows. The full editable Word draft and the paste-ready
pack come when you pay.

Prepared for Quillmarsh Play Ltd (fictional sample) by TenderBrief

22 October 2026
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How to use this draft

* Yellow highlighted text marks a fact only you can confirm. Check it, replace it with the confirmed
detail and remove the highlight.

* Each answer shows the buyer's word limit and this draft's word count. Text in red is over the limit.

* Please read every statement and commitment before you submit; the answers are drafts for your
review.
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Q1 Play value, equipment quality and age
suitability

QUESTION
Quality criterion 1 (25%): Play value, equipment quality and age suitability.

The Invitation to Tender has no separate written question. Tender return requirement (section
6): "Layout drawing, equipment descriptions and illustrations, play value and inclusivity
statement." Section 8: "The Council will assess the breadth and priority of play features actually
included within the fixed price under the relevant quality criteria, alongside their quality and
usability; item count alone will not determine the score."

Word limit: none stated - Weighting: 25% - This draft: 723 words

Quillmarsh Play Ltd will deliver all four mandatory play items (P1 to P4) and two of the three
enhancements, the high-priority additional sensory play (P5) and natural play (P7), unconditionally
within the fixed price. Only the separate basket swing (P6) is offered as a priced option, so no
mandatory item is displaced.

Play value by age group

The playpark has two connected zones, so each age group has play pitched at its level while families
with children of different ages stay together.

* Toddlers (about 0 to 5): the cradle swing seat, the ramped lower deck of the multi-play, the
wide slide, the sensory panel trail and the musical play point, all close to the entrance and the
seating.

* Juniors (about 5 to 12): the upper deck with climbing wall, scramble net and tube slide, the flat
swing seats, the flush roundabout and the log balance trail.

* Older children: challenge comes from climbing the wall and net to the 1.8m upper deck, the
faster tube slide and the balance trail, which reward strength, coordination and confidence rather
than simply height.

What is included in the fixed price

1. P1 Multi-play structure: a steel and high-pressure laminate (HPL) unit with two towers at 1.0m
and 1.8m deck height, a ramp to the lower deck, a climbing wall, a scramble net, a wide slide
from the lower deck and a steel tube slide from the upper deck. The wide slide provides the
inclusive slide function: an adult can slide with a child, or two children can slide side by side.

2. P2 Four-bay swing set: one cradle seat for toddlers, two flat seats, and one high-back
supportive seat for children who need more postural support.

3. P3 Inclusive roundabout: a flush-mounted roundabout set level with the surfacing, so a
wheelchair user can roll on and play with friends.

4. P4 Sensory panel trail: four panels at wheelchair height offering tactile, visual and sound play.
It is a distinct feature from the roundabout, as the specification requires.

5. P5 Additional sensory play (included): an outdoor musical play point with chimes and a
drum.

6. P7 Natural play (included): a short balance trail of robinia logs.
7. P6 Basket swing (option only): priced separately in the optional enhancements schedule.

Together these give children climbing, sliding, swinging, spinning, balancing, sensory and musical
play, and social play on the decks and roundabout, which addresses the Council's aim of breadth and
quality of play rather than a count of standalone units.
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Equipment quality and usability

* Every item will be certified to the relevant parts of BS EN 1176 (Part 1 general requirements, Part
2 swings, Part 3 slides, Part 5 carousels) and installed over surfacing that meets BS EN 1177 for
the critical fall height of each item. [client to confirm: certificate of conformity for each item from
an independent test body, to attach to the tender]

* The equipment schedule gives the manufacturer, model, dimensions, free height of fall and an
illustration for each item. [client to confirm: equipment schedule with manufacturer data sheets
and illustrations for P1 to P5 and P7]

* Qur in-house play designer, Ruth Hedley, holds an RPII Operational inspection certificate and
checks every layout for safe use, clearances and maintenance access before we order.

* Steel posts and frames carry a 15-year manufacturer's warranty, HPL panels 10 years and moving
parts 2 years, so the play value lasts (see our Durability response).

Evidence from comparable schemes

* Brackenlow Parish Council, 2025, £96,400: we replaced a village play area for ages 2 to 12
with a multi-play unit with an inclusive wide slide, four-bay swings, a flush roundabout, sensory
panels, wet-pour surfacing and a bow-top fence. The independent post-installation inspection
found no high-risk items, and we closed the three low-risk items within four working days.

+ Westmere Town Council, 2024, £142,000: an inclusive play area with a wheelchair-accessible
roundabout, a sensory trail and a basket swing.

* Since 2015 we have designed and installed around 120 play areas, mostly for parish and town
councils, schools and housing associations in North East England and Cumbria.

What this means for the Council

The Council gets every mandatory item, plus the high-priority sensory enhancement and a natural
play feature, within one fixed price, in the priority order the Council has set. Children from toddlers
to older juniors, with different abilities, will find play that suits them, which gives families in Seaton
Sluice a playpark children can grow with.

Client to confirm in this answer (2)

» Certificates of conformity for each item
* Equipment schedule, data sheets and illustrations

Q2 Inclusivity and accessibility

QUESTION
Quality criterion 2 (20%): Inclusivity and accessibility.
No separate written question. Related requirements (section 4): "Design for mixed ages and

abilities, inclusive participation and accessible circulation between play areas and seating."
Section 6 asks for a "play value and inclusivity statement".

Word limit: none stated - Weighting: 20% - This draft: 557 words

Our design lets disabled and non-disabled children, and the adults who bring them, reach, use and
enjoy every part of the playpark together. Inclusive play is built into the core equipment rather than
added as a separate item: a ramped deck, a wide slide, a supportive swing seat, a flush roundabout,
a sensory trail at wheelchair height and a musical play point.
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Getting in and moving around

* A self-closing pedestrian gate with a clear opening of 1.0m, wide enough for wheelchairs,
pushchairs and walking frames.

* A 1.5m-wide wet-pour route links the gate, the seating and every play zone, laid level with the
surrounding surfacing so there are no kerbs or steps. [client to confirm: that the route gradients
will be checked against the site levels during the pre-start survey, and the maximum gradient you
will design to]

* Wet-pour in two colours marks the play zones and the route, which helps children with visual
impairments and children who find new places stressful to understand the layout.

Play for different needs

* Physical access: the ramp takes a wheelchair user onto the lower deck of the multi-play, where
the wide slide starts, so they play on the main structure with their friends rather than beside it.

« Supported swinging: the high-back supportive seat in the four-bay swing set suits children who
need more postural support, alongside the cradle and flat seats.

* Spinning together: the flush roundabout lets a wheelchair user roll on while other children push
or ride.

« Sensory play: the four sensory panels at wheelchair height and the musical play point give
tactile, visual and sound play for children of all abilities, including children who prefer quieter or
less physical play.

* Social play: the wide slide, the roundabout and the decks are designed for children to play side
by side, so inclusion is about playing together, not just access.

Parents, carers and grandparents

The accessible picnic table has a wheelchair space at one end, so a disabled parent or child can sit at
the table rather than at its corner. Both benches have backs and armrests to help less mobile adults
sit and stand. The seating sits between the two zones with clear sightlines, so one adult can
supervise children of different ages.

Testing the design with local families

Before the design is finalised, we will hold a meet-the-designer drop-in for local families and the
nearby school, and we will ask families of disabled children to comment on the draft layout. [client to
confirm: date, venue and format of the drop-in, to agree with the Council]

Evidence

For Westmere Town Council in 2024 (£142,000), we designed an inclusive play area with the
Council's access group. It included a wheelchair-accessible roundabout, a raised sand and water play
table, a sensory trail, a basket swing and accessible picnic tables. For Brackenlow Parish Council in
2025, the scheme included an inclusive wide slide, a flush roundabout and sensory panels. [client to
confirm: any feedback from Westmere's access group or from families that you can quote, with
permission]

What this means for the Council

The Council's specification asks for mixed ages and abilities, inclusive participation and accessible
circulation. Our design meets each of these with features children use together, and it supports the
Council's duties to disabled residents under the Equality Act 2010. A family with a disabled child, or a
disabled parent, can use the whole playpark, not just part of it.
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Client to confirm in this answer (3)

» Route gradient check and maximum design gradient
» Drop-in date, venue and format

+ Quotable feedback from Westmere

Q3 Design, layout and family facilities

QUESTION
Quality criterion 3 (10%): Design, layout and family facilities.

No separate written question. Related requirements (section 4): "Provide an appropriately scaled
layout plan, equipment schedules, manufacturer data, dimensions, fall heights and surfacing
details" and "Provide sufficient space for safe use, supervision, circulation, access and
maintenance."

347 words; the buyer states no word limit

Our layout places younger children near the entrance, older children's more active play further in,
and the seating in between, so the playpark is easy to supervise, safe to move around and
comfortable for families to stay in.

The full answer is in the paid draft

Q4 Durability, maintenance and whole-life value

I QUESTION
Quality criterion 4 (10%): Durability, maintenance and whole-life value.

No separate written question. Tender return requirement (section 6): "Proposed warranties,
maintenance obligations, spare parts and whole-life information." Section 4: "Use robust,
maintainable materials with appropriate warranties, accessible spare parts and realistic
whole-life maintenance requirements."

345 words; the buyer states no word limit

We have chosen materials and equipment that last, need little routine work and are easy to repair,
so the Council's investment keeps its value for many years.

The full answer is in the paid draft
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Q5 Delivery programme and project management

QUESTION
Quality criterion 5 (5%): Delivery programme and project management.

No separate written question. Tender return requirement (section 6): "Programme covering
design finalisation, manufacture, site work, inspection and handover." Timetable section 3:
"Bidders must submit a realistic programme covering design, procurement, manufacture,
installation, inspection and handover, identifying key lead times and dependencies."

301 words; the buyer states no word limit

We will deliver the playpark in about 16 weeks from contract signature, with Craig Elliott, our
Contracts Manager, as the Council's single point of contact throughout.

The full answer is in the paid draft

Q6 Company details and relevant experience

QUESTION
Tender return requirement (section 6, not separately scored): "Company name, contact details
and relevant examples of completed playground projects."

271 words; the buyer states no word limit

Company details

* Legal name: Quillmarsh Play Ltd, a limited company. [client to confirm: company registration
number and registered address]

+ Contact for this tender: Joanne Pattison, Managing Director. [client to confirm: telephone number
and email address for tender correspondence]

* Trading since 2015, with 14 staff.

The full answer is in the paid draft

Q7 Insurance, competence, CDM and construction
manhagement

QUESTION

Tender return requirement (section 6, not separately scored): "Insurance, competence, CDM and
construction management approach proportionate to the works."

323 words; the buyer states no word limit

We will deliver the works safely and in line with the Construction (Design and Management)
Regulations 2015 (CDM), with qualified people, appropriate insurance and a site plan that protects
the public.

TenderBrief - Bid draft for Quillmarsh Page 7 of 10



Preview, not for submission

Insurance
* Employers' liability: £10 million.
* Public liability: £10 million.

The full answer is in the paid draft

Q8 Equipment deposit and payment security

QUESTION

Tender return requirement (section 6, not separately scored): "Equipment deposit amount (20%
of total equipment price excluding VAT) and legally effective security offered for any advance
payment."

100 words; the buyer states no word limit

We propose a NIL Stage 1 equipment deposit. Quillmarsh Play Ltd will fund the equipment until
completion, so the Council makes no advance payment and needs no payment security.

The full answer is in the paid draft

Q9 Assumptions, exclusions, qualifications and
subcontractors

QUESTION

Tender return requirement (section 6, not separately scored): "Explicit schedule of assumptions,
exclusions, qualifications and proposed subcontractors.”

184 words; the buyer states no word limit

Assumptions

* Ground conditions are normal for a grassed recreation site, with no contamination, buried
obstructions or unusual drainage problems. Anything an experienced contractor could not
reasonably have anticipated will be handled under clause 6 of the draft contract.

The full answer is in the paid draft
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Compliance matrix

Met: fully answered in this draft. To confirm: answered, but you need to verify or supply something. Missing: not
covered yet.

This matrix has 28 rows. The preview shows the first 3.

Requirement Source Status ‘ Where answered

Al Design, layout, site assessment, Tender Pack FINAL - Met Q3, Q5
surveys, project management and SVC-PP-003-2026.pdf

coordination p.1, ITT 5.2

A2 Safe removal and lawful disposal of Tender Pack FINAL - To confirm Q7, Q5
existing equipment, seating and SVC-PP-003-2026.pdf

timber fencing; site clearance pL, ITTs:2

A3 Groundworks, drainage as required Tender Pack FINAL - Met Q1,Q2,Q4, Q5
and compliant impact-attenuating SVC-PP-003-2026.pdf

safety surfacing p.1, ITT s.2

The full matrix is in the paid draft

Clarification questions

Questions to put to the buyer before the clarification deadline:

1. The Invitation to Tender lists five quality criteria but no written questions or word or page limits.
Could the Council confirm whether there is a preferred structure or length for the written quality
submission, for example one section per criterion, and whether any page or word limit applies?

2. The draft contract particulars leave the insurance limits blank. Could the Council confirm the
minimum levels of public liability, employers' liability and professional indemnity insurance it
requires, and whether works and materials insurance must be evidenced at tender stage or
before work starts?

3. Does the Council hold any site information it can share, such as a topographical survey, statutory
service records, ground information or a site plan showing the existing equipment and fence line?

4. Could the Council confirm the access route for plant and deliveries, and whether a site compound
may be located within or next to Welfare Park?

5. Could the Council confirm whether planning permission or any landowner or other consent is
needed for the replacement playpark, and which party is responsible for obtaining it?

6. Is there a maximum email attachment size for tender submissions, and may a tender be sent in
more than one email if the files are large?

~

. Will the Council confirm receipt of each tender by email?
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Submission checklist

Deadline: 12:00 on Wednesday 11 November 2026. Submit: By email to
tenders@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk, subject 'CONFIDENTIAL TENDER - SVC-PP-003-2026
- [Supplier Name]'. Not via Find a Tender or the Council website..

[J Resolve every highlighted 'client to confirm' item, and delete any statement you cannot stand
behind.

[ Attach the scaled layout drawing and the equipment schedule (manufacturer, model,
dimensions, free height of fall, illustration) for every item.

[0 Attach certificates of conformity to BS EN 1176 and surfacing test evidence to BS EN 1177.

[0 Complete the fixed-price schedule (section 7): every item priced or marked 'included in
[reference]', mandatory total not above £115,000 excluding VAT.

[0 Complete the optional enhancements schedule: P5 and P7 marked as included in the fixed price;
P6 basket swing priced as an option.

[0 State the equipment deposit (NIL), completion payment, payment security, proposed duration,
warranties and assumptions in the section 7 boxes.

[0 Attach insurance certificates and the CHAS and Constructionline certificates.
[1 Confirm the tender remains valid for 90 calendar days from 11 November 2026.

[ Declaration: disclose any relevant conflict of interest, and do not contact councillors or
evaluators privately about the tender.

[0 Send clarification questions to contact@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk before 12:00 on
21 October 2026.

[0 Email the complete tender to tenders@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk with the subject
'CONFIDENTIAL TENDER - SVC-PP-003-2026 - Quillmarsh Play Ltd' before 12:00 on Wednesday 11
November 2026. Send at least one day early.

1 Keep a copy of the sent email and all attachments as proof of submission.
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